
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 17 November 2009] 

 p9034b-9034b 
Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [1] 

DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION — RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES 

Question without Notice 1099 — Correction of Answer 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [5.38 pm]: Last week in 
question time I gave an incorrect answer to Hon Sue Ellery to question without notice 1099 about residential 
care. The Department for Child Protection is restructuring residential care from eight-bed hostels to four-bed 
homes, which will provide a home-like environment for children in care. These homes will be situated in normal 
community neighbourhoods throughout the metropolitan and regional areas. However, they are being carefully 
purchased to ensure that there are good buffer zones between the houses and neighbours to maintain both the 
privacy of the residents and the amenity of the neighbourhood. Up to 40 homes will be purchased, with the 
majority being managed by non-government services. However, the Department for Child Protection will 
directly manage some of them and provide round-the-clock staff supervision. These houses are for younger 
children in greater need. They are not sexual predators or hardcore criminals; they are children and young 
people. These children will join sporting teams and attend the school in the local area. The department will 
consult with neighbours and others in the local community at the earliest opportunity. I correct the statement I 
made earlier that this consultation would begin before purchasing a house. It certainly will not be. Clearly, 
commercial and privacy considerations prevent this occurring. However, I reiterate that the department will 
consult with neighbours and others in the local community at the earliest opportunity and as often as they require 
in an effort to fit into the community and to be good neighbours. I give Hon Sue Ellery an undertaking to look at 
an overall plan for consultation once purchasing has taken place.  
 


